
 

July 2019 Newsletter 
2019 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M. Please note that 

not all regular meetings this year are on the 2nd 

Saturday.) 

July 13: Annual Auction & Raffle. 

Aug.10: Bonsai photography.  

Sept.14: TBD 

Oct.12: TBD 

Oct.?: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. Date to be 

determined. 

Nov. 9: Sylvia Smith Workshop 

Dec.7: Christmas Party 

 

 
This Japanese Maple, exhibited at our 

2019 show, was purchased at our club 

auction a few years ago. Come to this 

year’s auction and see what you can find! 

 

 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
  

 Hello to all the fellow North Texas Bonsai 

enthusiasts. Well summer is finally here in North 

Texas. It is time to start protecting your trees from 

the Texas heat. I recommend reviewing the article 

“June Bonsai by John Miller” it is full of helpful tips 

on protecting your bonsai from the extreme heat in 

Texas. I will try to protect all my pots from getting 

direct sunlight and increase the watering to twice a 

day. The second water is mostly to mist the trees to 

keep them cool. 

 Our June meeting was a huge success. I think 

we added 7 new memberships and several were 

family memberships. Thanks to all the new members 

and welcome to the FWBS. We look forward to 

getting to know you all better and enjoy our bonsai 

journey together. 

 Our next meeting is Saturday July 8th. Our 

Annual Club Auction and Raffle. If you have not 

been to the auction and raffle this is a great 

opportunity to pick up some great bonsai material at 

a greatly reduced cost. All are welcome so bring 

friends and family. Please bring in any bonsai related 

items to donate to the raffle. This is a really good way 

to help out the club. Thank you in advance. 

 Please remember to visit the Fort Worth 

Bonsai Society web site. Most of our new members 

have learned about us through this site. Please check 

it out and sign up. Everyone is encouraged to add 

bonsai related information. I’m hoping we can get 

some more participation and continue to generate 

interest in our club. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

 In addition to our website we now have a 

Facebook page that is up and running. Everyone is 

encouraged to add to the site. 

 I’m looking forward to seeing and getting to 

know you all at our regularly scheduled meetings this 

year, 

Enjoy Bonsai, 

Dan  

 

July Meeting: 
By Roger Spohn 

FWBS Vice President / Program Chairman 

 Our next meeting, July 13th is our annual 

auction and raffle.  This is a great time to add new 

items to your collection at great prices.  If you have 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/


any items or trees that you would like to auction off 

or donate for the raffle please bring them to this 

meeting.  We are looking for trees and items such as 

tools, pots, books and magazines and anything that is 

bonsai related.  The meeting will start at 9:00 with 

Viewing of auction items and Raffle tickets sold.  If 

you have items you would like to add please bring 

them at 8:30 so we can get them properly added to 

the event. Then at 10:00 the Raffle will begin with 

the Auction starting at 10:45. 

 The auction is open to the public so you will 

not have to be a member to participate.  If you know 

of anyone who would like to get a tree please feel 

free to invite them.  Who knows they might like to 

join the group.  Here are the guidelines for the 

auction and raffle: 

 

Fort Worth Bonsai Society  

Auction Guidelines 

for July, 2019: 
 Items for auction must have a value of at least 

$35 and must be bonsai related.  

 Final price of the item will be split 80% to the 

owner, 20% to FWBS.  If you are donating an 

item to the FWBS for the auction, thank you 

and the club will keep 100% of the final bid. 

 All funds to be collected by FWBS.  Owner's 

share to be distributed by the treasurer within 

a week of the auction.  Please check with the 

treasurer at the end of the auction for the total 

sales amount. 

 Upon arrival to the event, please register your 

auction items with the auctioneer.  Have the 

type of tree or name of item, any other 

pertinent information that may help sell your 

item, and your minimum acceptable bid 

price.  You will fill out a paper auction form 

to place by the item.  Your cooperation is 

needed here as this is our only means of 

keeping records for the auction. 

 At any time during the event the owner may 

lower the minimum amount by first 

informing the auctioneer.  If there are no bids 

for an item, the auctioneer may ask for any 

bids from the floor and sell the item for less 

than the minimum bid upon the owner's 

approval. 

 As this is a fund raiser for the bonsai club, 

please do not sell items outside of the 

auction/raffle area. 

 Winning bidders are expected to pay for their 

items at the end of the auction by cash, check, 

or debit/credit card. 

 

We are looking forward to a great turnout with a lot 

of items up for auction or for the raffle.  Hope to see 

everyone at this meeting.  

 

Japanese Gardens Bonsai Collection 

(JGBC) 
By Mark Bynum, Director 

 

SPOTLIGHT on “Fat Daddy”, a Chinese Elm 

 

 The Chinese Elm was named by its owner, 

Randy Kinderknecht, who donated it to the Fort 

Worth Japanese Garden in July 2018. Living in 

Aledo just west of Fort Worth, Randy had owned the 

tree for 18 years and wanted it to go to a good home 

when he was diagnosed with brain cancer. 

 

 
Randy Kinderknecht and “Fat Daddy”, July 2018. 

 

 “Fat Daddy” was immediately trimmed when 

it arrived at my house where most of the JGBC is 

maintained.  In January 2019, The tree was repotted 

down to a bonsai pot.  You can see in the next picture 

that the root system needed a lot of help as it was 

only growing from one side of the trunk and curled 

under.  The tree roots were completely cleaned and 

just a small amount of pruning was done.  While 



repotting several cuts were made in the trunk base 

and covered with sphagnum moss to encourage 

additional root starts. 

 

 
Howard Smith cleaned the roots and did select root 

pruning. 

 

 
Fat Daddy after repotting and repositioning,  

January 2019. 

 

 The Elm grew quite well all during the spring 

and has been lightly pruned twice since Jan. 

To see what it looks like now, go to the Japanese 

Garden and view our 3-tree exhibit. 

 I try to change out the exhibit trees every 6-8 

weeks because the exhibit area is very shady. More 

trees are needed for exchange as I am running out.  If 

you would like to exhibit a tree to help the club, 

please contact one of the JGBC Committee 

members; Mark Bynum, Estella Flather, or Steven 

Hendricks.  The employees of the Japanese Garden 

have been watering the trees very well. 

 

**************************** 

 

 

 

June Meeting-  

Howard Smith Workshop 
 Our June meeting was a workshop with the 

Smiths.  Unfortunately, Sylvia was ill so Howard 

Smith ran the workshop by himself.   He did a 

wonderful job and gave everyone in attendance an 

opportunity to work on their trees.  We had a great 

turnout at this meeting.  Our workshops are a great 

time to get help with their trees. In addition to our 

regular members we had 4 new guests who all signed 

up as new members. One individual and 3 joint 

memberships. We want to welcome them to our 

group. 

 

      
                                     

 
                              

   
 



JULY BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 July and August are the two most stressful 

months for bonsai in our neck of the woods.  Most healthy 

trees can take the full sun on their foliage.  But the high 

ambient temperatures and the heating effect of the sun on 

the pots and soil create temperatures on the roots that they 

are not designed to cope with.  Trees with thin leaves like 

the Japanese maple, Acer Palmatum, will probably scorch 

in full sun.  They can also suffer from chemical burn from 

some fertilizers and insecticides which can be more 

damaging in the heat. 

 I cannot give you a precise to-do list since your 

backyard is different from mine but you should be sure 

that the sun does not hit the pots directly.  If you use a 

cover of any kind be sure that the side of the pot is 

protected also.  A loose weave cover that allows air flow 

is preferable to solid paper or foil.  A solid cover or box 

over the pot would create an oven type enclosure.  There 

should be room for air flow around the pot.  A 30-40% 

shade cloth over pines, junipers, and elms and maybe 50% 

over maples would be ideal. And don’t forget to provide 

protection on the west side from that mean afternoon sun. 

 Check your water practices.  I prefer to water 

heavily in the evening (in normal weather).  That gives 

the plant all night to renew itself without losing most of 

its water to evaporation.  Then in the early morning, they 

get a quick foliage spray and wetting the surface of the 

soil which may have dried out overnight.  Very porous 

soil may need more morning water.  This was what I did 

while working since the morning task only took 10 

minutes or so.  Now I still prefer to water heavily in the 

evening but the morning watering is more done more 

slowly and trees given a little more individual attention as 

some of them will not need water in the soil.  Be sure to 

do the double watering bit--water thoroughly so that the 

dry soil particles will get moistened and then after a few 

minutes water again so that they will soak up fully. 

 Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The 

spider mite will always be near.  Others to look for are 

scale of various forms, aphids, and mealy bugs. 

Preventative medicine is best.  By the time you see signs, 

the damage is already done, especially spider mites.  I use 

the organic foliar feed (1 Tablespoon each of fish 

emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses and 5% apple cider 

vinegar per gallon water) to control all these.  You can use 

some of the other organic controls or a chemical 

according to label directions.  Read the label directions 

carefully.  Do not apply oil based chemicals to 

buttonwoods.  A hose end sprayer does not work very 

well, its droplets are too large and you have little control 

over where it goes.  Use a pump sprayer with a fine spray 

and cover both top and bottom of leaves 

 When checking the results on your plants after 

spraying remember that the spray usually will not remove 

the ‘evidence’ of problems.  The webs will still be there 

after the mites are killed, the shells of the scale will be 

attached to the leaf or stem.  These will have to be 

removed by hand, by a jet of water, or some other way.  A 

soft toothbrush works good on the scale shells.  There is 

no damage from this leftover evidence but it prevents you 

from seeing any new infestation that may occur. 

 The humidity in summer varies quite a bit but 

when it sticks around for a few days look for fungal 

problems to appear, mildew being the most prevalent.  

Black spot will show up if the foliage stays wet very long.  

Foliage watering in the morning will usually not be a 

problem because it dries pretty quickly.  Treat with 

potassium carbonate which you can find at any nursery 

with a decent organic section. There are several chemical 

sprays available too. 

 As a rule we do not feed our trees enough.  Since 

the mix we use has very little nutrient value, we must 

make up with our fertilizer practice.  Water soluble 

fertilizers will be quickly washed out.  

 Many spring flowering plants will be setting buds 

for next year’s flowers.  Azaleas will set theirs toward the 

end of July.  If you prune tips after that you remove the 

new buds. 

 If you use the Boon technique for growing pines, 

now is the time for removing the candles, earlier on bigger 

trees later on smaller ones. 

 Now that night temperatures are staying above 60 

degrees you should think about repotting some of the 

tropicals.  Most tropicals do well with an annual repotting.  

I would emphasize to check the wires on your trees and 

also see that the drains are not blocked in any way.  

Especially check them after a rain to be sure that your pots 

have drained properly.  Keep the tropicals trimmed as 

they will be growing like crazy.  However, if you want 

flowers on those that produce on the end of the twigs, 

bougianvilla-pomegranate-crape myrtle, you will have to 

forgo the bonsai shape to let them flower.  These species 

should be pruned more drastically before the growing 

season starts so they can still be in a pretty good shape. 

 Some more words on protecting from the sun.  

Dappled shade would do nicely because the sun will not 

shine on one spot very long but partial shade (such as 

morning sun and afternoon shade) will not suffice when 

the morning sun is as hot as it is here in Texas.  When you 

put some kind of sun screen on remember to shade the 

sides of the pot as well as the soil.  A light mulch on top 

of the soil will work great.  Covering the pot with foil or 

putting it in a box made to fit is of doubtful help but if 

used there should be room for air to flow around it.  Old 

rags work fine also if they do not blow off.  Try to find a 

cover that will let you monitor your watering easily. 

 When the humidity is low I mist my junipers in 

the evening.  I believe the story that in the wild junipers 

open their stomata in the cool of the evening absorbing 

any dew that may occur and close in the heat of the day to 



conserve moisture.  The other species may get a foliage 

spray in the morning. 

 Your trees too keep growing and need their 

periodic beauty treatment.  Keep the ends trimmed and the 

stray shoots cut out.  It’s not that bad when you can sit in 

the shade with a big lemonade and really enjoy being with 

your bonsai.  That way you will have your tree ready for 

the fall show or you will be ready to enjoy it when the 

change of seasons give it pretty colors. 

More pictures of winner’s from last 

month’s Exhibit: 

 
Catlin Elm, Member’s Choice 5th place. 

 
Juniper with bell, People’s Choice 5th place. 

 
Raintree, People’s Choice 4th place. 

 
Japanese Beauty Berry, Member’s Choice 3rd place. 

 
Cascade Juniper, People’s Choice 3rd place 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website 

at:fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 
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 rwspohn@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 
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 mark.bynum12@att.net 
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